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pride. (Here the huge Congress gathering rose to its feet and accorded
three hearty cheers for Gandhi) Gentlemen, it is one of the privileges
of my life that I know Mr. Gandhi intimately and I can tell you
that a purer, a nobler, a braver and a more exalted spirit has never
moved on this earth. Mr. Gandhi is one of those men, who living an
austerely simple life themselves and devoted to all the highest prin-
ciples of love to their fellow beings and to truth and justice, touch the
eyes of their weaker brethren as with magic and give them a new
vision. He is a man, who may be well described as a man among
men, a hero among heroes, a patriot amongst patriots, and we may
well say that in him Indian humanity at the present time has really
reached its high watermark."
Natesan spoke movingly on South Africa. The audience frantically
responded and showered notes and gold. Women tore off their rings
and bangles to help the satyagrahis in South Africa and Rs. 18,000
were collected on the spot. For the first time Gandhi's name was
mentioned in the official resolution of the Congress. It called upon
"all the Indians of whatever race or creed to help the satyagrahis
unstintedly with funds".
President Malaviya cabled Gandhi: "The Congress deeply appre-
ciates and admires the heroic struggle of the brethren, urges conti-
nuance and promises the utmost support. Cabling funds. Have
cabled General Botha to grant relief."
On January 10, 1910 Ratan Tata wrote to Gandhi from Bombay:
"My warm appreciation of the noble struggle our countrymen are
waging and I am gratified to find that the beginning thus made by
me (Rs. 25,000 in donation) has been followed up, though not quite
well as I would have wished. I need hardly add that I shall watch
the progress of the struggle with great interest and sincerely hope
that these brave efforts for the vindication and upholding of the
country's honour and dignity will soon be crowned with the success
they deserve." The Nizam of Hyderabad subscribed Rs. 2,500 to the
Passive Resistance Relief Fund, Ratan Tata sent another Rs. 25,000
with a letter urging passive resistance, and hoping that the Union
Parliament would grant an honourable settlement. Mr. J. B. Petit
sent £400 and persuaded others to help the struggle.
The All-India Muslim League held at Delhi referred to the
martyrdom of Indians in South Africa. The Aga Khan collected
Rs. 3,000 on the spot for the Passive Resistance Relief Fund.

